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4. Note on the Spoonbill of the Argentine Republic. By
W. H. Hudson, C.M.Z.S.

[Received November 17, 1875.]

It has been said that Spoonbills " obtain their food by shovelling

in the mud with their beaks." This is perhaps true of the Euro-
pean bird ; the Spoonbills which I have observed feeding certainly

obtained their food exclusively from the water, as Flamingoes do.

In reference to the Rose-coloured Spoonbills of America, I believe

ornithologists have been mistaken in referring them all to one species.

Whether two or only one species existed was a moot question a

century ago : it has been decided that there is but one, the Platalea

ajaja, and that the paler-plumaged birds, with feathered heads and

black eyes, and without the bright wing-spots, the tuft on the

breast, horny excrescences on the beak, and other marks, are only

immature birds. Now it is quite possible the young of P. ajaja

resembles the common Rose-coloured Spoonbill of Buenos Ayres

;

but in that country, for one bird with all the characteristic marks of

an adult P. ajaja, we meet with not less, I am sure, than two or three

hundred examples of the paler bird without any trace of such marks.

This fact of itself might incline one to believe that there two dis-

tinct species, and that the commonPlatalea of Buenos Ayres inhabits

the temperate regions south of the range of the true P. ajaja.

Other facts confirm me in that opinion. A common Spoonbill

was kept tame by a friend of mine seven years, at the end of which
time it died without having acquired any of the distinguishing marks
of P. ajaja.

I have dissected three examples of the latter species, and observed

in them the curiously formed trachea recently described by Mr.
Garrod*. I have sbot perhaps a hundred specimens of the common
bird ; for they are extremely abundant with us. Of these I have
opened about thirty, but in none of them did I find this form of

trachea. I am therefore convinced that we have two distinct

species of rose-coloured Spoonbill, inhabiting different portions of

the continent.

5. On Peruvian Birds collected by Mr. Whifcely. By P. L.

Sclater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., and Osbert Salvin,

M.A., P.E.S.— Part IX.f

[Received December 8, 1875.]

(Plate III.)

The ninth collection of Mr. Whitely's Peruvian birds, now before

us, has been formed in the same district of High Peru as the last

was. It contains examples of sixty-five species.

* P. Z. S. 1875, p. 297. t For Part VIII. see P. Z. S. 1874, p. 677.
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Maramora, Potrero, and Huiro are villages in the valley of Santa

Anna, north of Cuzco, at elevations of 4000, 4500, and 4800 feet

respectively. The other localities have been mentioned in our pre-

vious papers on this subject.

The following is a complete list of the species : —
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39. Thamnophilus melanchrous, sp. nov. (Plate III.)

Ater ; interscapulii macula magna, campterio et tectricum margi-

nibus albis: ventre lineis quibusdam et marginibus august is

albis variegato : caucla nigra, rectricum frium later alium apici-

bns et macula in rectricis utrinque extimce pogonio externa

medio albis: rostro et pedibus nigris : long, tota 6*0, alee 2'8,

caudce rectr. med. 2*4, ext. 2*1.

Hab. Peruvia alta prope Huiro (Whitely).

Ob. Species quoad for mamet colores Thamnophilo aspersiventri

maxime affinis, sed ventre nigro diversa.

46. Eupetomena hirundo, Gould, Ann. N. H. ser. 4, vol. xvi.

p. 370 (1875).

Mr. Whitely sends the following notes on this interesting new
discovery :

—

" I found these birds at Huiro in the valley of Santa Ana, at an

elevation of 4800 feet; they rarely approach a flower, but appear

to take their food hawking about in the air, in the manner of Swal-

lows —in fact, at first sight might be easily mistaken for such birds.

Length Gi inches, bill 1 inch, wing 3 inches ; eyes and bill black ;

legs, toes, and claws black."

52. BOLBORHYICHUSANDICOLA (FillSch).

Psittacula andicola, Finsch, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 90 ; Scl. et Salv.

P. Z. S. 1874, p. 079.

A third example of this little Parrot from Paucartambo. On the

whole we think this species better referred to the genus Bolbo-

rhynchus, being unquestionably allied to B. orbignesius.

58. COLUMBAALBIPENNIS, Sp. nOV.

Columba maculosa, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, p. 600.

Supra fuscescens, capite et collo postico vinaceo lavatis : dorso

postico et tectricibus supracaudalibus columbino-griseis : tectri-

cibus alarum minoribus albido terminatis, tectricibus majoribus

albo late terminatis, fasciam alurem distincta formantibus : alis

fusco-nigris : cauda fusco-grisea, fascia lata terminali nigra:

subtus griseo-ccerulea, collo antico (nisiin gula) et pectore vina-

ceo indutis : alis subtus pallide columbino-griseis : rostro nigro,

bast flavido, pedibus rubris : long. tot. 14 -

5, ala (J'0, caudce 5*0,

rostri a rictu 1*1, tarsi 1*2.

Hab. Peruvia alta, Pitumarca ( Whitely) ; Bolivia (D. Forbes).

Obs. Sp. C. maculosa affinis, sed fascia alari alba, corpore subtus

grisescentiore et pagina alarum inferiore pallidiore grisea distiu-

guenda.

This species, though closely allied to Columba maculosa, appears to

take its place in Bolivia and Peru, from both of which countries we
possess specimens. The true C. maculosa is found further south ; we
have specimens of it from Meadoza ( Weisshaupi), and from the Rio

Negro, where Mr. Hudson obtained it. [Cf. P. Z. S. 1872, p. 545.J
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63. Gallinago andina, Tacz.

Gallinago frenata, Scl. and Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, p. 156.

G. andina, Tacz. P. Z. S. 1874, p. 561.

Having compared one of Mr. Whitely's skins with M. Taczanow-
ski's typical specimens, we find them to be identical, and, more-
over, that the bird we attributed in a former paper to the common
G. frenata of Eastern South America really belongs to a distinct

species, as shown by M. Taczanowski. Without placing much stress

upon differences of coloration (a variable and unsatisfactory

character in the Snipes), the shortness of the tarsi in G. andina at

once shows its distinctness from G. frenata. The other dimensions
are nearly the same in the two species : the bills appear to be

shorter in G. andina ; but upon this character no value can be placed.

Mr. Whitely (P. Z. S. 1869, p. 156) says that "the legs and toes

are brownish flesh-colour," i.e. in life. In the skin they are much
paler than those of G. frenata ; so that possibly a distinction here

exists between the two birds.

G. Notes on some Fijian Birds, including Description of a

new Genus and Species. By Otto Finsch, Ph.D.,

C.M.Z.S., &c.

[Received December 8, 1875.]

The Museum Godeffroy at Hamburg has received a small collec-

tion of birds from Mr. Theodor Kleinschmidt, of Ovalau, upon which

I beg leave to make a few remarks. I have also the pleasure of

describing a curious new Malurine form, which offers a very interesting

addition to the avifauna of the Fijis and Central Polynesia.

Halcyon sacra, Gin.

One specimen with the blue of the head surrounded by a band of

bright buff; the nuchal collar, sides of vent and flanks, the under

wing- and tail-coverts also strongly tinged with buff. Apparently a

voung bird, agreeing with our descriptions (Finsch & Hartl. 'Orn.

Centr.-Polyn.' p. 34, "jungerer Vbgel von Viti") and that of the

"young" by Sharpe (Kingf. pi. 85).

Collocalia spodiopygia, Peale.

Two specimens, agreeing in every respect with specimens from the

Navigators' (Upolu).

Myzomela jugularis, Peale.

An old male in full plumage ; rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet;

throat and crop pale orange, remainder of underparts yellowish.

Drymoch^ra, gen. nov.

(fyv/jos, sylva
;

\aipit), gaudeo.)

The systematic position of this new and curious Malurine form

is between Camaroptera and Orthotonus. The former has a much
2*


